This little book is a readable account by a well-known geneticist of the mechanism of heredity. In its 135 pages, he presents a brief review of the laws of heredity with a quite adequate discussion of the gene. He reviews the important literature in this field and discusses the all-important question of how evolution progresses. Consideration is given to gene mutations, to duplication of genes and chromosomes, and to the creation of new species. A brief chapter on the nature and value of sex is followed by the presentation, in two concluding chapters, of some interesting speculations on the ascent of man and mind and of the future of man and mind. Professor Hurst holds that evolution has not ceased, but rather that new species of living organisms will arise, some of which may be man controlled. As an outcome of this he predicts that in the course of long ages "successors of man may be evolved in whom the influence of matter has been almost, if not entirely, obliterated." It is, however, a little difficult to follow the author when he says, "Such an independence of matter might enable the more adventurous spirits among our far away descendants to leave the earth and to visit, and maybe occupy, other planets or stellar systems of our universe, or even other universes if they exist." He gives us the picture, then, of evolution tending toward the evolution of mind and many higher values, independent of material existence, with the possibility of intellectual or spiritual existence behind matter. All of which makes one wonder how far it is safe to speculate in science.
This little book is a readable account by a well-known geneticist of the mechanism of heredity. In its 135 pages, he presents a brief review of the laws of heredity with a quite adequate discussion of the gene. He reviews the important literature in this field and discusses the all-important question of how evolution progresses. Consideration is given to gene mutations, to duplication of genes and chromosomes, and to the creation of new species. A brief chapter on the nature and value of sex is followed by the presentation, in two concluding chapters, of some interesting speculations on the ascent of man and mind and of the future of man and mind. Professor Hurst holds that evolution has not ceased, but rather that new species of living organisms will arise, some of which may be man controlled. As an outcome of this he predicts that in the course of long ages "successors of man may be evolved in whom the influence of matter has been almost, if not entirely, obliterated." It is, however, a little difficult to follow the author when he says, "Such an independence of matter might enable the more adventurous spirits among our far away descendants to leave the earth and to visit, and maybe occupy, other planets or stellar systems of our universe, or even other universes if they exist." He gives us the picture, then, of evolution tending toward the evolution of mind and many higher values, independent of material existence, with the possibility of intellectual or spiritual existence behind matter. All of which makes one wonder how far it is safe to speculate in science. This is one of those rare books which are difficult to review because they are so well done that comment sounds like mere eulogy. The man who is convinced that there is no justification for so thorough-going a bibliography as this has a right to condemn the book. But the increasing interest in Fracastoro's poem is doing much to reduce the number of such skeptics and there is little room for other criticism of the present work. In thoroughness of bibliographical research, in sureness of taste in the selection and statement of the matter, and in the artistic merit of the book making (type, paper, composition, binding), the work is an unqualified success. Dr. Klebs in his introduction is obviously hampered by his large knowledge and understanding of Fracastoro. He might give us a far larger book than the present volume on the learned doctor whom he would prefer to present as the passionate poet. But even the bibliographical enthusiast must be grateful for the introduction, if only for the appreciative glimpse of Dr. Osler and his professorial adviser.
The work lists all the Latin editions of the poem. The completeness of this list was assured by the circulation of hand-lists long before publication, a method heartily to be recommended to bibliographers. Italian, English, French, German, Spanish, and Portuguese translations are listed in the same careful fashion. The bibliographical description of each book is a model of accuracy and thoroughness. The final section on bibliography and criticism naturally calls for selection and here the judgment of the editors seems to be beyond criticism. The illustrations are sufficiently numerous and well selected; the book itself is a beautiful example of the fine art of printing. The importance of the exchange of fluids in man has led to an enormous amount of investigative work, greatly facilitated in the past twenty years by the development of accurate quantitative analytical methods adapted to small
